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12 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE VIRGINIA GAZETTE, 

1752 AND 1753. 

(Concluded.) 

Apr. 8. 

"Stolen or ranaway." — likely negro Virginia born — Isaac. 
"He is supposed to be stolen by some person who has carried 
him out of the Colony." 4 pistoles reward— John Turner, 
Chesterfield Co. 

Ranaway from John Champe, King Geo. Co., convict Servant 
man named Richard Sadler. "His general mployment was 
to drive a Cart." He is a supposed to have gone with a ser- 
vant man named Richard Williams, belonging to Mr. Samuel 
Washington. 

May 2-55. 

Whoever borrowed the second Volume of Monsieur Boyle's 
Historical Dictionary, of Mr. Robert Todd, late of Norfolk, 
deceas'd, will oblige the subscriber by forwarding it to the afore- 
said place, as he has purchased the other four Volumes — John 
Elligood. 

Ran away — Servant — Joe Clark, pretends to be ship-carpen- 
ter or sawyer or Founder — an Englishman — Reward, Jno. Mer- 
cer — Marlborough, Stafford Co. 

May 9-55. 

Last Tuesday the following Criminals who were convicted 
at the Beginning of the Court, received Sentence, viz.: 

John Turner for Murder, Death. 

Judith Bird, for Felony, burnt in the hand. 

Mary Murray, alias Clark, alias Atkins, her former sentence 
of Death ordered to be put in Execution. 

John Fraser and William Thompson, for Felony, burnt in the 
Hand. 
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Ran away — slave Sam — Reward 2 pistoles. — Edward Hack 
Mosely, Pr. Anne Co. 

Apr. 22 last, was left at my plantation in Albemarle Co., by 
one Jno. Bucknell, "who was taken up on suspicion of Horse- 
stealing, and made his Escape that night, " a bay gelding, etc. 



May 9,. 1755. March 30, 1755. 

Mr. Hunter, 

Mr. William Blackwell brought an Action against me, for 
Words spoken by me in great Heat and Passion. As I think an 
Acknowledgment to an injured Man very well becomes a 
Gentleman, I take this public Method to repair Mr. Blackwell' s 
Character by desiring you to insert this in your Gazette, That 
I always considered Mr. Blackwell and all his Family, as persons 
of great Honesty and Integrity, and that what I said of him 
was occasioned by Passion and Misrepresentation only. 

Yours 

G. Johnston. 



May 9, 1755. 

Stolen from the Court-house in Albemarle Co., a horse, etc. — 
Matthews Jordan. 

(Boston), Sept. 5, 1755. 

"We hear from Kittery, in the County of York, that about 
three weeks ago, a Negroe Fellow of that Town, having be- 
haved ill to his Master, he had him corrected, which the Fellow 
resented so highly, that he resolved to take away his Master's 
Life, but judging him not fit to die, he got up in the Night, took 
a child about 6 or 7 years old out of its Bed, and threw it into 
the well, where it perished. After this, he went to York, and 
delivered himself up to the Sheriff, informing him what he had 
done, and being asked what moved him to commit the horrid 
Fact, he said he wanted to die, but not did think it lawful to 
lay violent hands on himself, that he was sure he would be 
hanged, but should have Time to repent before that Time came. 
He was committed to Goal. 
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Sept. 5-1755— "To the Printer, Williamsburg Aug. 30, 1755. 
Sir, 

As the following Advice may be of some use, I beg Leave to 
inform the Public, That being on a Journey from Philadelphia 
to Williamsburg, in this Colony (where I live), I was on the 14 th 
of this Instant, about Two o'Clock in the Afternoon, in a bye 
Road, about six miles from Bladensburgh, in the Province of 
Maryland, and nine Miles from Alexandria or Belhaven in the 
Colony of Virginia, robbed by a Person who was seen to join 
me at Bladensburgh, Town's End, and pretended to be going 
the same Road with me. He threatened my Life, and took 
from me the following things: watch, money, horsewhip, and 
saddle bags. Person is named Benj. Brown, last abode Arundel 
Co., Md, where he had "run away" on account of some thefts — 
subscription in that neighborhood of £15 or 20 for apprehend- 
ing yi value of goods to person restoring them to Daniel Fisher. 



Sept. 5-55. 

Runaway — negro Mungo. Has been outlawed — Jno. Norton 
of Yorktown. 

Runaway — Servant woman. Harriet Willson — 30 yrs. — 
born in Denmark, but speaks low Dutch. "It is supposed she 
has dressed herself in Sailor's Apparell, in order to go to London' ' 
in a ship from Hampton — Reward 3 pistoles, Henry Bunker, 
Frederick Co. (Winchester). 



May 16-55. 

Ranaway — Servant man, Wm. Jackson, ploughman, aged 24 
just imported in the Wilcox — 1 pistole reward — Peter Randolph, 
Wmsbg. 

May 23— "Williamsburg. 

On Tuesday the 20th of this Instant, was determined at the 
New Kent Court House, the great Cock Match between Glou- 
cester and New Kent, for Ten Pistoles a Battle and a Hundred 
the Main, there fell Eighteen in the Match, of which the New 
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Kent men won Ten and Gloucester seven, one a drawn Battle; 
Some James River Cocks that fell on the New Kent side distin- 
guished themselves in a very "extraordinary manner." 

"This Day John Turner, for Murder, and Mary Murray, 
alias Clark, alias Atkins, were executed at the Gallows near this 
City." 

May 23-1755. 

Stolen from Jos. Johnson's door, in Wmsbg — bay horse. 

"Any Gentleman that is in want of a Schoolmaster to teach 
Children English, Writing, Arithmetic, and the Practical Parts 
of the Mathematics, may hear of one that can be well recom- 
mended by enquiring at the Printing-Office, Williamsburg." 

"Anne Cass, a daughter of Mr. Daniel Sharp, of Wakefield, 
in Yorkshire, was some years ago sold as a Servant to Mr. John 
Page, of Williamsburgh, and by him again sold to Mr. Penman, 
who also sold her to a Person whose name he does not remember, 
but believes she may live somewhere in North Carolina. If 
therefore the said Anne Cass will make known the Place of her 
residence, or being a servant, her Master will kindly notify bis 
desire of disposing of her for the remaining time of service, to 
the honorable William Fairfax in Virginia, he will make the 
required satisfaction, and give the said Anne an Account of 
some Proposal's for her Benefit." 



May 23. 

Dated Nov. 13, 1754. Taken from a certain Person sus- 
pected to be a runaway, a bay horse, etc. — Apply to Jno. 
Phillips, Broad Bow of Potomack, Fairfax Co. 

Deserters from Army constantly advertised. 



Sept. 12-55. 

Phila. Aug. 21 — Murder in Chester Co. by Jno. Myrack. 
Murdered wife, then burnt her face, beat 2 childrens skulls to 
pieces on rock, took neighbor's child (at his house nursing) away 
and killed it; tried to escape, taken and confined, "bound fast" 
in goal. 
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Many soldiers have deserted taking province arms, and sold 
them. Procl. warning all that suits will be brought. Deserter 
may return before Sept. without punishment. 



Sept. 12, 1755. 
"Virginia ss. 
By the Honorable Robert Dinwiddie, Esq., His Majesty's 
Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief of the Colony 
and Dominion of Virginia: 

A Proclamation for a Fast. 

Whereas we have but too much Reason to fear, that our 
sins have justly provoked the Almighty to send down upon us 
his heavy judgements of War and Famine; and as national 
Repentence is the only Remedy for national Guilt, I have there- 
fore thought fit to issue this Proclamation, appointing Wednes- 
day the 24th of September to be religiously and devoutly ob- 
served as a General Fast, for the solemn and public Humiliation 
of ourselves before Almighty God, in Order to supplicate His 
devine Majesty for the Pardon of our Sins, for averting those 
heavy Judgments, and more particularly for the Preservation 
of us from the hands of our Enemies. 

And I hereby strictly charge and require, that in all churches, 
where the ministers can possibly attend, devine service be per- 
formed, and a sermon be preached suitable to the Occasion, and 
that on some preceding Sunday they give Notice of the said 
FAST and exhort their several Congregations to a devout and 
religious Observance of it. 

Given under my Hand, at Williamsburg, this 28th Day of 
August, in the 29th Year of His Majesty's Reign and in ihe 
year of our Lord 1755. 

Robert Dinwiddie. 

GOD SAVE THE KING." 

Lottery to raise £6875 for preserving the country against the 
French, 25,000 tickets, 2050 prizes, price 1 pistole each. 
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Sept. 19-1755. 

"Paris, June 2. The following is the sentence passed upon 
Lewis Maudrin, on the 24th of May, and executed on the 26th" 
for contraband trade, counterfeiting, and murder, "to be de- 
livered to the Executioner of Justice, and be stripped to his 
Shirt, with a rope about his neck, and a writing affixed contain- 
ing these Characters, The Chief of Smugglers, of Criminals, 
guilty of High Treason, of Assassins, Robbers, and Disturbers 
of the Public. Peace, holding in his Hand a lighted Wax Candle 
of the Weight of Two Pounds, before the Cathedral Church of 
Valence, in Dauphiny, where the said Maudrin, bare-headed 
and kneeling, shall declare with a loud Voice, that he begs Par- 
don of God, of the King, and of the Officers of Justice, for all the 
Crimes and Villainies by him committed. He shall then be 
taken to the Place of execution, and there have his Arms, 
Legs, Thighs, and Back broken while alive, on a Scaffold pre- 
pared for this Purpose, and at length be put on a Wheel with 
his Face turned towards Heaven, where he is to end his life. 
After which, his dead Body shall by the Executioner be exposed 
in the Gibbet of that City. Previously to this, the said Maudrin 
shall be put to the Question ordinary and extraordinary by 
torture, in order to obtain from his own Mouth the Truth of the 
Pacts mentioned in his Trial, together with the Discovery of 
his Accomplices. We also hereby declare all and each of his 
Goods Confiscated to the King, &c." 



Sept. 19-55. 

Ran away from Richard Taylor, an Irish convict Servant 
woman, named Margaret Connel, alias Sullivane, between 40 
and 50 yrs. old, has a down Look, and speaks much on the 
Brogue. 

In Chesterfield goal, runaway named Jenny says, be- 
longs to John Hill, of Jamaica, and brought to Maryland by 
one Luke Davis. 

To be sold— Ten choice Slaves, most of them Va. born. — Jno. 
Hood, Pr. Geo. Co. 
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London Magazine of May, 1755. 
Quoted — Number of British subjects, men, women, etc., in 

colonies — 

Halifax and Lunenburg, N. S 5,000 

Nrfl 30,000 

Man-Bay. 220,000 

R. I. and Providence 35,000 

Co 100,000 

N. Y. 100,000 

The Jerseys. 60,000 

Pa. 250,000 

MA 85,000 

Va. 85,000 

N. Car. 45,000 

S^Car. 30,000 

Ga. 6,000 



1,051,000 
Exclusive of negroes 



Sept. 26. 

Gov's Procl. : Few deserters have come in. Magistrates and 
officers to search for them, and convey them to Fort Cumber- 
land. If dont return by Nov. 30, "I shall give immediate Or- 
ders for their being prosecuted as Felons, to which, beyond all 
Doubt, they have subjected themselves by taking His Maj- 
esty's Arms and Cloaths." 

"A Young Man who can teach Reading, Writing, and Arith- 
metic, That will come well recommended, will meet with En- 
couragement by applying to 

Philip Grymes." 

Oct. 3. 

Ranaway from Richard Adams, New Kent, Co., Va. born 
negro slave — stole a bay horse. "I hear he has committed 
several Robberies in Goochland County." Has been Outlawed. 
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Oct. 10. 

Ran away from Jno. Hobday, Gloucester Co. — Servant man 
named Jno. Hixon — says was born in England, but supposed 
to be an Irishman — by trade a Smith — & delights much in mak- 
ing Clasp knives — has been used to the sea. 



Oct. 10-55. 

Ran away from Francis Willis, Jr., Gloucester Co., lusty 
young negro "man — good plowman and carter — has a smooth 
tongue, has very good knack at telling a story— stole a horse — 
supposed to have gone to North Carolina. 



Oct. 17. 

North Carolina, Sept. 24. Ranaway from Henry Hill, 3 
slaves — Jenning, an Eboe negroe, yells and speaks seldom, 
though tolerable good English. John says he was born in 
France. Boston, an Angola negro seems [?] "is scarrified by 
whipping." 

"Strayed or stolen from Jno. Brunskill, Sr., St. Margaret's 
Parish, Caroline Co., bay horse. "N. B. For several weeks 
before the horse was missing, there had been lurking in the 
neighbourhood of Chesterfield a dark Mulatto, who called him- 
self a Portuguese, and went by the name of James Wallace, 
alias Waldong, with his Doxy, a Convict, and noted Pilferer. 
This Fellow pretended to be a Bricklayer and Plasterer, and 
that he was going down to Gloucester, County to seek work." — 
suspected of stealing the horse. 



Oct. 24-1755. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, the 16th and 17th Instant, 
the following Criminals were brought to their Trials, viz. : 

William Thompson, from King and Queen, for Felony, dis- 
charged. 

Robert Swift, from Prince William, for Felony, convicted. 

John Hansell, Junior, from Westmoreland, for Felony, con- 
victed. 
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John Morton, from Spotsylvania, for Murder, discharged. 

John Hart and John Le, from York, for Felony, H art con- 
victed and Le acquitted. 

John Foreman, from Spotsylvania, for a rape, discharged. 

Davyd Say, from Accomack, for Felony, pleaded guilty. 

Mary Meade, alias Frazier, from Gloucester, for Felony, con- 
victed. 

John Dickerson and Richard Chapman, from Dinwiddie, for 
Felony, Chapman pleaded guilty, and Dickerson discharged. 

John Nicholas, from King George, for Felony, discharged. 

John Goble, from Prince William, for Murder, guilty of Man- 
slaughter. 

Oct. 24. 

Jno. Howard, overseer of late Rev. Mr. Stith, reports that 
person answering the description of man robbing Daniel Fisher 
was at his house Sept. 2; had the stolen goods; went by name 
of Wm. Brown; on way to North Carolina; seems a "very reso- 
lute fellow." 



Oct. 31. 

In Wmsbg. goal, negro named James, has been in Warwick 
goal 2 months, says belongs to Adam Porter, N. Car. 

"Taken away" from Wm. Harding, Henrico Co., by a man 
calling self Thos. Buckner, a bay horse. 

In Pr. Anne goal, negro Tapley, says belongs to James Camp- 
bell, N. Car. 

Nov. 7. 

Ran away — white English servant boy — Wm. Brinchand — 
Pock featured — stammers; shoemaker; took horse supposed 
gone to Augusta with Travellers — Return to Matthew William- 
son, Hanover Co. 

Runaway, negro wench — Patience — Wm. Booth, Westmore- 
land Co. 

" A Man well recommended, who can teach Reading, Writing 
and Arithmetic, will meet good encouragement by applying to 
the subscribers at Fredericksburg. 

Robert Jackson. 
Feilding Lewis." 
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Mar. 21. — Wednesday 9th Sentences. 
Jno. Hunt, Felony, death. 
David Say, Felony, death. 
Richard Chapman, Felony, death. 
Jno. Nicholas, Murder, death. 
Robt. Swift, Felony, burnt in hand. 
Mary Meade, Felony, burnt in band. 
Jno. Goble, Manslaughter, burnt in hand. 
Jno. Hansell, Felony, burnt in hand. 



